A railroad tanker car being lowered ontoa tractor-trailer
Sayreville to Middlesex Co ty’s Fi
County Hazardous Materials Emerge
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Superfund failed ué,

By ERIC). GREENBERG
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said yesterday as he began hearings to
determine the future of the controversial
federal Superfiund cleanup program,

Lautenberg also said recent scientific
tudies show that contamination may
ause higher cancer rates in people living
ear toxic waste siteg,

Perth Ambaoy Mayor Joseph Vas was
ne of several officials to testify yesterday
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. about the failures and successes of the °YStem shouldn’t work,” said Vas., state gra
N Superfund program. ety He stressed that federa’l ofﬁgiqls should sanitati
) o _ o learn from Perth Amboy’s experience not  Simeone
Vas testified that cracks in the to entrust industry to clean up the pol-  with Fr
Superfund program imperiled the drink- lution it caused. - A bridge ra
'ng water of his city. ‘ “Industry cannot be trusted to do the  and Com
‘No community should.be doomed to right thing,” Vas said referring to the town $5i
repeat this experience,” said Vas, nearly 20 years of stonewalling by the two . Frank
He detailed the city’s long and unsuc- responsible polluters, CPS Chemical mdxctedﬁ
cessful struggle to enlist help and funding Corp. and Madison Industries, both of Old employee
rom state and federal environmental Bridge. ‘ : giving fal
officials to protect its Runyen Watershed “All too often, industry would rather Last ye
from spreading chemical contamination. p, lawyers to help them save moneythan  the Cical
Despite the spreading contaminationto use the money to save our environment, charges a
the watershed, located in Old Bridge, from  and save lives,” he said. roles in ¢
two Old Bridge chemical manufacturing See LEAF
firms, the federal Environmental Protec. See VAS Page A-4 o
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. Vas said the single most import-
ant lesson to be learned from Perth
Amboy’s experience is that
“cleanup of contaminated water
supplies must take place first and
the arguments about who is re-
sponsible and who will pay should

“not_delay implementation of re-

medial measures.”
“What's really at stake for New

" Jersey?” asked Lautenberg, who

also heard from federal and state

" environmental and health officials

about the workings of the contro-
versial $15 billion, 13-year-old
hazardous-waste cleanup program.

“You' may face higher rates of
death from cancer of
esophagus, stomach, colon and
rectum if you live near a toxic
waste site,” Lautenberg said.

“And if you are unfortunate
enough to be directly exposed to
one of the dozens of sites where the
EPA has taken emergency re-
movals, you may suffer some acute
effects that could permanently af-
fect your lungs or nervous system
or reproductive ability,” he said.

Lautenberg maintained that
there is “an urgent need out there
to clean up these toxic waste sites
before we and our unborn children
are poisoned further.

“With 41 million Americans liv-
ing within 4 miles of a Superfund
site — and so many sites in New
Jersey — we simply cannot afford
to let these sites fester and
threaten even more people.”

Lautenberg made his comments
as he opened the first in a series of
hearings to determine the future of
the much-criticized program.

Lautenberg is the chairman of
the Senate’s new subcommittee on

Superfund, Recycling and Solid

Waste, which will be responsible
for re-funding and recommending
changes to the landmark legis-
lation. ' '

He said yesterday’s meeting
kicks off a year of intensive hear-
‘ings to review “a record of side-
‘tracked and delayed [Superfund]
cleanups in the face of significant
threats to the health and the
environment.” ‘ :

According to EPA officials, New
Jersey has the most Superfund
toxic sites in the nation with 113.
~ Middlesex County hosts 10, in-
cluding at least three in Edison;
Monmouth County has nine; and

* Union County has one.

New Jersey has received nearly
$1 billion from the Superfund
program since it began in 1980,
more than any other state, EPA
officials said. :

Superfund seeks payment from
industrial polluters for cleanup
costs at sites where they are re-
sponsible for the contamination.

At “orphan” sites where no re-
sponsible party can be determined,
the federal government pays for
the cleanup from the Superfund, a
sum of money collected from a tax
on chemical and oil companies.

Critics argue that Superfund
has been mismanaged from its

lucrative as it is
Johnson. “There comes a point
where you just need some income.”
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Vas: Superfund

inception, and that millions of
dollars are being wasted to clean
up sites that might never be
reusable.

““Ags we move into the
reauthorization of Superfund, I
will be guided by four core prin-
ciples,” Lautenberg said.

“We need to speed up cleanups.

We need to spend less money on -

lawyers and more money on
cleanups. We need to ensure fair-
ness, particularly for small busi-
nesses and municipalities, while
insisting that polluters stay liable
for cleaning up their mess.

“And we need to eliminate the
waste, fraud and abuse that has
detracted from the merits of the
program. .

“Here in New Jersey,” he said,
“we have a long history of indus-
trial activity and we're the most
densely populated state in the
nation. We also rely on ground
water as a primary source of drink-
ing water.” ' '

Echoing Lautenberg’s concern
about the health effects of hazard-
ous waste sites on humans were
Dr. Jeffery Lybarger, director of
Division for Health Studies at the
Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry in Atlanta and
Dr. Howard M. Kipen, of Rutgers
University’s Environmental
Occupational Health Sciences In-
stitute. - '

Kipen said there is a clear re-
lationship between health prob-
lems and exposure to ous
waste from a Superfund site, but
more research is necessary to de-
termine its extent. ‘ '

Kipen said one problem is that

- physicians are not trained to diag-

nose symptoms caused by
hazardous-waste exposure. !
He said he has treated a family,
a firefighter, and two EPA workers
who were made sick by the hazard-
ous waste at the White Chemical
Inc. Superfund site in Newark, and

who suffered “long term, perhaps’

permanent” respiratory problems.

“There’s no doubt it’s from the
gite in question,” he said. -

But, he said, because of poor
training for medical doctors on
this subject, it took months beforé
the firefighter was diagnosed. |

Lybarger agreed with Lauten-
berg’s contention that cleanup of
Superfund sites will prevent future
exposure to neighboring residents,

But he added that it would not

neécessarily eliminate the risk to
those already exposed to the con:
tamination. X

However, not everyone came to
condemn Superfund yesterday.

Scott Weiner, commissioner of
the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection and
Energy said Superfund is being
unfairly maligned and is in fact

“responsible for a great deal of -

remediation work in New Jersey.”
Weiner said New Jersey has
received $957 million from the

" federal Superfund, “putting oun

state at the top of the list of
recipients of Superfund dollars.” ;
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